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Thursday 29th January 2026
2405 Ballarto Road, Cardinia Principal: Mrs. Susan Wepster
Telephone: 03 5998 8323 https://www.facebook.com/cardiniaps
Email: cardinia.ps@education.vic.gov.au Website: www.cardiniaps.vic.edu.au
YOUR
Term 1 WMK&NDAR
FEBRUARY C
February—Each Wednesday Foundation Assessment Days— Foundation Students not at
school
Friday 6th Assembly
Wednesday 11th School Council Meeting
Friday 13th School Picnic
Thursday 26th District Swimming—3-6 selected students
MARCH
Wednesday 3rd School Photos
Friday 6th Assembly
Monday 9th LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY—No students at school
Wednesday 18th School Council AGM
Friday 20th School Fair—3:30—6:30
Wednesday 25th CURRICULUM DAY—No students at school
Friday 27th Year 5-6 Summer interschool Sports
APRIL
Thursday 2nd LAST DAY OF TERM 1

Beach Picnic Friday, 13th February.

Bring S1 coins to enter the competition to win
$50!
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Welcome Back to 2026 at Cardinia Primary School

Welcome to the start of a new school year! We hope all families have enjoyed a relaxing break and are
feeling refreshed and ready for another wonderful year at Cardinia Primary School. We are looking
forward to a year filled with learning, connection and lots of fun community events.

Below are some important reminders and upcoming dates to help everyone get off to a smooth start.

School Policies Reminder

This newsletter serves as a reminder that all current school policies are available on our school
website. We encourage families to take some time to review these policies, as they guide how we
work together as a school community and support the safety, wellbeing and learning of all students.
If you have any questions about our policies, please feel free to contact the office.

Parking & Road Safety — A Special Reminder

Our car parks and surrounding roads can be very busy, particularly at drop-off and pick-up times. We
ask everyone to please:

¢ Drive slowly and take extra care

e Watch carefully for children at all times

¢ Avoid parking in disabled parking spaces unless authorised

There is additional parking available across the road, and we are fortunate to have a crossing
supervisor to help students cross safely. Thank you for helping keep our school community safe.

Admin Office Access

The administration office is a working space for staff members and is often used for meetings with
parents and colleagues. To ensure privacy and minimise interruptions, we kindly ask that parents do
not walk through the admin area unless they have checked in with office staff.

Please enter the office via the front office door only. We really appreciate your understanding and
support with this.

Learning Spaces — BER & Middle Learning Centre

The BER and Middle Learning Centre are active teaching and learning spaces. When collecting children,
we kindly ask that parents do not enter these areas, as this can distract students who are still working.
Please wait outside these spaces after school — thank you for helping us maintain a calm and focused
learning environment.

After School Safety Reminders

To help keep all students safe after school, please note the following:

e Children must not leave the school grounds without a parent or carer unless they have approval to
walk/ride home

¢ All children must exit the school via the school gates (not through or over fences)

¢ No playing Ga Ga before or after school

¢ The basketball court and oval are not to be used after school unless a parent is physically present

and actively supervising

We appreciate your support in reinforcing these expectations with your children.
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Medical Conditions

If your child has a medical condition (such as asthma, allergies, or any other health needs), please
ensure the school is informed and that all medical plans are updated.

Snake Awareness

There have been snake sightings reported around the Cardinia area. We do not wish to alarm students;
however, we encourage families to speak with their children in an age-appropriate way about snake
awareness.

Please remind children that if they ever see a snake, they should:

e Stop

e Stay calm

¢ Slowly back away

¢ Tell an adult immediately

School Assemblies

Assemblies are held on the basketball court on the first Friday of each month at 3:00pm. Families are
warmly encouraged to attend as we celebrate student successes and showcase talents.

Assembly dates for 2026:
¢ February 6th

e March 6th

* May 1st

¢ June 5th

e August 7th

¢ September 4th

e October 9th

¢ November 6th

e December 4th

School Council

Our first School Council meeting for the year will be held on 11th February.
If you are interested in being involved with School Council, please contact the office — we’d love to
hear from you.

School Picnic — Friday 13th February

One of our most loved traditions is our whole-school picnic, held on Friday 13th February at the beach
in Cowes, Phillip Island.

School Council will be providing lunch for the entire school community, and our School Council
President, Simone Hobbelen, is organising the catering. Simone is currently looking for helpers and
would love support with:

e Towing our BBQ trailer to Phillip Island (tow bar required)

¢ BBQ cooking

¢ Serving food

¢ Helping with clean-up
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If you can help in any way, please let Simone or the office staff know.

This is always a fun and relaxed day and a lovely way to start the year and get to know other
families.

If you are unable to bring your child to the picnic, you may wish to arrange for another parent to
take them. Children who cannot attend will be supervised at school.

Fire Danger Days

This summer is expected to be a high fire-risk season. Cardinia Primary School is a designated school
at risk of grassfires.
If the Bureau of Meteorology declares a Catastrophic Fire Danger Day, the school will be closed.

On these days:

¢ Signs will be displayed on the school gates

¢ No one will be permitted on school grounds
e All families will be notified via email and SMS

School Fete — Friday 20th March

Our school fete is coming up on Friday 20th March, from 3:30pm — 6:30pm. Please keep the
afternoon free — it’s one of our major fundraisers and a fantastic community event.
And good news... dinner is sorted! We’ll have a BBQ running so there’s no need to cook that night.

Chocolate Competition

One of our main fete fundraisers is our Chocolate Competition, and we need LOTS of chocolate bars
— all sizes welcome!
Please start dropping donations off at the office. Every bar helps!

Thank you for your continued support of Cardinia Primary School. We look forward to a positive and
successful year together.

Susan
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Chaplain's Place

Welcome back to school everyone!
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Sometimes, your child might just need someone to talk to about something
that is bothering them at school. One of the past students specifically told me this: ‘At times one needs
someone to talk to”. That is why I am here, as the Chaplain.

The Chaplaincy program is designed for all students to be able to access support when they feel they
need to. Parents and teachers can refer children to the chaplain for support with self-esteem, emotional
regulation, grief, or any other issues. As Chaplain, I will help the children think through their problems
and how to deal with them in a positive way.

For your child to see me, a permission form needs to be filled in. If your child doesn’t have a chaplain-
cy permission form, please collect one from the office, then if something comes up, they will be able to
make use of the chaplaincy program, and you will be notified of any concerns.

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact us or feel free to drop in and chat with me for
any reason. [ am available on Wednesdays, and my Office is in the BER building.

We aim to help everyone feel important and cared for at school!

Cheers, Barbara.
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From the Office

ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS AND EARLY LEAVERS.
\!1
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Absences:

Parents should notify Cardinia Primary School of absences by entering absence
reason into XUNO, calling the office or sending an email to the school’s email
address - cardinia.ps@education.vic.gov.au and to the student’s classroom
teacher. If a student is absent on a particular day and the school has not been
previously notified by a parent, or the absence is otherwise unexplained, a text
message is sent automatically. Please reply to the text message with the reason
for the absence, or enter reason in XUNO.

Our school’s Attendance Policy can be found on our website

Late Arrivals:

Students arriving after the roll is marked at 9am will need to be signed in at the
office by a parent/guardian. They will be given a green “LATE PASS” which they
need to hand directly to their teacher. This ensures their teacher knows they have
been signed in and will prevent an unexplained absence text being sent. Any
student arriving late to the classroom without a Late Pass will be sent back to the
office to ask for one.

Early Leavers:

If a student needs to leave school any time before 3:30pm, a parent/ guardian or a
listed emergency contact needs to sign them out at the office prior to collecting
them. An orange “EARLY LEAVE” pass will be given to be handed to the teacher,
and the student can be collected from their classroom. Please knock on the door
and let the teacher know who is being picked up early, hand them the orange pass
and wait outside the classroom.

After School:

We have a staff member in the yard every day until 3:45pm. Any children not
collected by this time are taken to the office. We know being late to collect children
is sometimes unavoidable. We ask that you please talk with your children so that
they know what to do if you are not here to collect them on time. Make sure they
know to go to the office at any time if they are worried.

Please don’t call the school if you are going to be just a few minutes late, as
it is impossible for our office staff to deliver messages to students while
supporting the office during the end of the school day.
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From the Office

Student Medication at School {ﬁj’i@j _E_P«j_fdm

For any medication to be administered to a student while at L
school, we require a Medication Authority Form to be

completed and signed by a parent/guardian. This is a yearly requirement so if you
have previously filled out a form, a new one is needed for 2025. WE ARE UNABLE
TO ADMINISTER MEDICATION TO A STUDENT WITHOUT THIS FORM.

Medication to treat Asthma or an Allergic Reaction does not need to be accompanied
by a Medication Request Form provided a student has an Action Plan for Asthma or
Allergic Reactions and the medication is listed on that plan. It is a requirement that
Action Plans are reviewed every 12 months.

All medication must be in the original bottle, box or container and clearly labelled with
the student’s name. Medication must be within its expiry date. Any medication that is
brought to school must be brought to the school office by a parent. At no time should
a student be responsible for providing medication to the school.

Our Medication Management Policy can be found on our website.

Any questions, please contact the office.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum
seeker and refugee families.

Payment amounts this year are $150 for eligible primary school students. Payments are
made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 5998 8323
and ask for an application form.

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on
the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web
page.

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms and a
copy of your card to the school office as soon as possible.
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From the Office

**ALL EXCURSION FORMS AND PAYMENTS NOW IN XUNO**

XUNO is your parent portal to view news and events, book parent
teacher interviews, check your child's live attendance, mark absences,
view reports, and more. Please contact the office if you have any

problems or questions about setting up, and signing in to your account.

S Qkr! Is the app that the school is using to accept payments such as: Meal
@kr! Deals, second hand uniform and fundraising.

Please see the office staff if you need more information about using Qkr!

Breakfast Club

Breakfast club runs each Friday between 8:30-8:45am in the Science Room. This program is government
funded and open to all students.

CHO

Food available may be Weetbix, muesli, toast with Vegemite or honey, baked
beans, spaghetti and fruit cups. Please let us know when dropping off your child if
there are any allergies we need to be aware of.

Children are welcome to come to the Science Room from 8:30am. Please do not
drop your child off any earlier than this. We welcome any parents who would like
to come once a month (or less if we get enough help) to serve and tidy up.

Before and After School Care

Our before and after school care is provided by DS Sports. Click on q-

the link below for more information I 3
b

-

https://www.dssports.org/cardiniaprimary-1-1 SPORTS ™

Monday to Friday: Before School Care from 6:30am
After School Care from 3:30pm - 6:30pm

wAllfUliilical G cdl] Q/JVVUININCT

Shop lunch orders can be ordered any day of the

week and will be delivered to students in time for
lunch (12:20pm) - sandwiches, hot food and drinks , 3
included! g ™

Place your order directly at the shop. Phone: 5998 8488

Wednesday 28th January - Thursday 2nd April

Monday 20th April - Friday 26th Jume

Term Dates 2026

Monday 13th July - Friday 18th September

Monday 5th October - Friday 18th December
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School Picnic

The School’s Annual School Picnic is faking place on Friday, 13t February.

Permission forms can be found on Xuno. This is a traditional event held by the Cardinia Primary
School Council for our School community. Itis a tradition that has been taking place for over 70
years in one form or another. Itis held at the start of the year to give parents, students and staff
the opportunity to meet and greet in a more informal atmosphere and is a terrific way to kick off
the school year and get an understanding of the fantastic work that our School Council does for
the school and its students.

Families can drive directly to the picnic area, meeting us at the venue at around 10:00am.
Any students attending school will be supervised between 8:45am and 3:30pm.

A Brief Outline of the Day:

10:00 am Everyone arrives and rolls are taken by class teachers.

10:15 am Slip Slop Slap takes place and announcements made

10:30 am Start our walk along the beach

11:00 am Buddy sandcastle and beach sculpture competition

11:45 am Roll Call and students remain in the picnic area

12:00 Noon Lunch time for all = sausages in bread, corn, watermelon and cordial
12:30 pm Beach activities - games and a paddle in the water

2:00 pm Pack up, and dismissal

Things to Bring:

Water bottle/drink cup Change of clothing / towel Snack
Bathers — worn under clothes Sun Screen Hat
T-shirt or rash vest to be worn at all times — even when in the water. (No singlet tops.)

Appropriate footwear for the beach. No bare feet under any circumstances.

Please don't bring:

Any extra beach toys, except a plastic bucket and/or spade. No flotation devices or boogie
boards.

Friday 13t is a normal school day for students attending the picnic and as such they will be under
the supervision and direction of staff from 10:00am to the conclusion of the picnic at 2:00pm. All
students are expected to be part of the planned activities and parents and friends are more than
welcome to join in. At 2:00pm all children are expected to exit the beach area and we will pack
up: Families who are staying longer can return to the beach area after the clean-up has been
completed.

Students are not required to wear their school uniform for this activity.
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SCHOOL PICNIC INFORMATON

Destination Erewhon Point Reserve, The Esplanade , Cowes, Phillip Island

(see map below)

Date and Time 9:45 am arrival Friday 13th February 2026

Transport Private transport organised by parents

Teacher in Charge  Susan Wepster and Trudie Esler

Wear Bathers

T-Shitrt or rash vest—to be worn at all times,
Appropriate footwear for the beach
Hat

Bring Water bottle / drink

Change of clothing
Towel

Snack

Sunscreen

Plastic bucket and/or spade

<
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ZOOPER DOOPERS

Available every Thursday at the 2PM Break

Students can bring $S1 to school and purchase them directly from the

kitchen window in the Science room each Thursday at 2pm.

This gives our Year 6 students a great opportunity to develop their
organisational and customer service skills while supporting their
fundraising efforts.
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Before &
After Care
Service

p__ =
BEFORE CARE AFTER CARE

T D

What's Included

v Breakfast v Afternoon v Games, Coaching,
Tea Activities for all
v Extended

hours FUN - ACTIVE - ENGAGING/’

© DSSPORTS.ORG ENROLL NOW

*Prices will vary depending on each families CCS application

Container Deposit Scheme Your Zone D Bascode:
C2100075382

Help to raise money for our school by collecting bottles and

cans.

At the return-it centres, customers feed their eligible cans or

bottles through the machine, then they can enter the zone

ID or scan barcode to choose to donate their deposit to the

school. We also have a couple of bins around the school to

collect eligible bottles (at the office and the middle learning Cardinia Primary School
centre) Please check all items placed in the bins at school

have the 10c mark.
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