WEDNESDAY, 30th January 2019

Issue 1 Term 1

DATES TO REMEMBER
JANUARY 2019
Wednesday 30th

Term 1 Commences (Grade 1—6)

Thursday 31st

Term 1 Commences (Foundation)

Thursday 31st

Foundation Parents Morning Tea (9:00am—Staffroom)

February 2019
Tuesday 5th

Foundation Parent Information Evening (7:00pm—BER Building)

Thursday 7th

School Council Meeting (6:30pm)

Friday 15th

Whole School Phillip Island—Family Picnic (All Day)

Saturday 23rd

Bunnings BBQ (Pakenham Bunnings)

March 2019
Monday 11th

NO STUDENTS—Labor Day (Public Holiday)

June 2019
Friday 7th

NO STUDENTS—Curriculum Day

Cardinia Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment
where children and young people are always safe. More information is
available on our website (http://www.cardiniaps.vic.edu.au).
Cardinia Primary School: A Caring Family School
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome back for 2019! The staff have already spent many hours over the break preparing for the year, and all
staff were here yesterday working together to ensure that all of our students get off to a great start this year.
The level of enthusiasm is high, as are the expectations the staff hold for themselves and their students.
We congratulate Ms Hayley Stapley on the news of the expected arrival of a little brother or sister for Flynn. Hayley will be with us for the first half of the year, and will then be taking family leave.
We have been lucky to get 2 more dates this year to sell sausages and drinks at Bunnings. We are looking for volunteers to cook and serve on Saturday, 23rd February. The day is broken into 2 hour blocks; 3 or 4 people are required for each block. Please could you contact the office if you can spare 2 hours of your time, we raised nearly
$2000 last time!
Reading Eggs is a program which some of you have used at home by logging into the school’s membership. Unfortunately we are not able to offer this in 2019. We have not renewed our subscription because of cost, we
have chosen instead to spend the money on other reading materials. If you are keen for your children to use
Reading Eggs at home you will need to subscribe privately.
The Allan Armstrong Memorial Garden will be officially opened on Friday 15th March at 5pm. Members of the
school and the wider communities are invited to attend the opening, which will be followed by a sausage sizzle.
In preparation for the opening we will be holding a working bee on Saturday 2nd March. We are hoping that
many of our school families will support this day, which will also include a sausage sizzle.
Thank you to everyone who supported our efforts last year to maximise learning minutes for our students.
Please remember that if you are late you must sign your children in at the front office and collect a late pass. This
ensures that our teachers do not have to stop teaching to remark the roll. At the end of the day, if you need to
pick your children up early, please send a note to school with the child/ren explaining the reason and the time
the students are required to be at the front office. When students are dismissed at 3:30 they will be reminded to
go to the gate from which they are to be collected. They will also be reminded that after school is not a play
time. If you would like your children to play while you chat with other parents that’s fine; please be aware that
they are your responsibility during this time. Children whose parents are not with them will be directed away
from the oval and basketball court after school time.
If you are taking holidays we encourage you to do this during school holiday times. If this is impossible, the Education Department has introduced new rules requiring parents to discuss prolonged absences with the Principal
of the school, and requiring teachers to provide an Absence Learning Plan for each student who will be away for
more than 5 days.
I’m looking forward to a great year. Please come and see me if you have any concerns as we work together for
our children’s education.
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ARE YOU UP TO DATE?

The following notices have been sent home recently for
events or excursions that are coming up. If you need a
copy, please see our office staff.

Year Level

Notice

Went
Home

Due Date

Cost

All Year Levels

School Book Payments

01/11/2018

28/02/2019

YES

2019 Term Dates
Term 1
Term 3

30th January—5th April
15th July—20th September
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Term 2
Term 4

23rd April—28th June
7th October—20th December
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

Story for Pakenham
Gazette
Cardinia Primary School welcomes a 4th generation
Ridgway family member into Foundation this
week! The Ridgway family has a long association
with Cardinia Primary and the family patriarch, Ian
Ridgway, has lived in Cardinia all his life.

Ian Ridgway attended the school from 1940 to 1945. Ian’s daughters Merilyn
Thorn and Heather Sidney attended the school too. While Ian’s daughters were
at the school, from 1964 to 1974, Ian was on the school Committee (Council)
and was President in 1973. Ian’s wife Pam was a member of the Mother’s
(parent’s) Club during this time, for several years Pam was Secretary and/or
Treasurer. Ian’s 5 grandchildren have all attended the school; Merilyn’s three
children Darren, Vicki and Christopher, as well Heather’s two boys, Tim and
Ben Sidney.

Ian has regularly attended working bees over his long involvement with the
school and is a well respected member of the local Cardinia community. Since
1983 Ian has sponsored and presented Annual Citizenship Awards at the
School Christmas Concert.

This year Vicki’s son and Ian’s Great Grandson, Evan, starts Foundation at the
school, continuing on the family tradition!
Cardinia Primary acknowledges the long association and ongoing support that
the Ridgway family have made to Cardinia Primary. They are a true example
of our ‘Caring Family School’ motto!
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School Picnic
The School’s Annual School Picnic is taking place on Friday,
15th February.
Permission forms are being sent home this week. This is a traditional event held by the Cardinia Primary School Parents’
Club for the Cardinia Primary School community. It is a tradition that has been taking place for over 70 years in one form
or another. It is held at the start of the year to give parents, students and staff the opportunity to
meet and greet in a more informal atmosphere and is a terrific way to kick off the school year and
get an understanding of the fantastic work that our Parents’ and Friends’ Club does for the school
and its students.
Students who require transport to this event need to be at school by 8:45am and wait near the
main entrance of the school (Hall Car Park). All transport will be leaving the school at 9:00am and
returning to school as close to 3:30pm as possible. Families who are going direct or providing their
own transport do not need to come to school but can drive directly to the picnic area, meeting us at
the venue at around 10:00am.
*** Remember if your child requires a lift and is 7 years or under then you will need to provide us
with a booster seat for the trip. This is a legal requirement. ***
A Brief Outline of the Day:
10:00 am Everyone arrives and rolls are taken by class teachers.
10:15 am Slip Slop Slap takes place and announcements made
10:30 am Start our walk along the beach
11:00 am Buddy sandcastle and beach sculpture competition
11:45 am Roll Call and students remain in the picnic area
12:00 Noon Lunch time for all – sausages in bread, corn, watermelon and cordial
12:30 pm Beach activities – games and a paddle in the water
2:00 pm Pack up, and return to school for those students requiring transport
Things to Bring:
Water bottle/drink cup
Change of clothing / towel
Snack
Bathers – worn under clothes
Sun Screen
Hat
T-shirt or rash vest to be worn at all times – even when in the water. (No singlet tops.)
Appropriate footwear for the beach. No bare feet under any circumstances.
Please don’t bring:
Any extra beach toys, except a plastic bucket and/or spade. No flotation devices or boogie
boards.
Friday 15th is a normal school day for students attending the picnic and as such they will be under
the supervision and direction of staff from 10:00 am to the conclusion of the picnic at 2:00pm. All
students are expected to be part of the planned activities and parents and friends are more than
welcome to join in. At 2:00pm all children are expected to exit the beach area and we will pack
up. Families who are staying longer can return to the beach area after the clean-up has been completed.
Attached to this week’s newsletter is the permission for this year’s picnic to Phillip Island. Included
on the permission form is a map indicating where we will be conducting the picnic. For those who
have been with us previously it is the same site as previous years.
Students are not required to wear their school uniform for this activity.
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SCHOOL PICNIC
INFORMATION
Please keep this page for your reference.
Excursion Title:

School Picnic

Educational Purpose:

Each year Cardinia Primary School holds a School Picnic early in Term
1. This is a traditional event that has been taking place for over 70 years
in one form or another. It is held at the start of the year to give parents,
students and staff the opportunity to meet and greet in a more informal
atmosphere and is a terrific way to start the school year.

Destination:

Erewhon Point Reserve, The Esplanade, Cowes, Phillip Island (see the
map below)

Date:

Friday, 15th February 2019

Transport:

Private Transport

Teacher in
Charge:

Trudie Esler

Wear:

Bathers – worn under clothes
T-shirt or rash vest – to be worn at all times, even in the water (no singlet
tops)
Appropriate footwear for the beach (i.e. thongs)
Hat

Bring:

A water bottle/drink cup
Change of clothing
Towel
Snack
Sunscreen
Plastic bucket and/or spade

Cowes
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STUDENT EXCURSION CONSENT FORM
Please return this page to the Office by 8th February 2018.

SCHOOL PICNIC
I have read all of the attached information provided by the school in relation to the excursion.
Student’s Name:…………………………………………………………… Grade:……………………
Student’s Name:…………………………………………………………… Grade:……………………
Student’s Name:…………………………………………………………… Grade:……………………
Student’s Name:…………………………………………………………… Grade:……………………
Student’s Name:…………………………………………………………… Grade:……………………
I give permission for my child/ren to attend the excursion.
My child/ren will not be attending the excursion.
Where the teacher in charge of the excursion is unable to contact me, or it is otherwise impracticable to contact me, I authorise the teacher-in-charge to:
consent to my child receiving such medical or surgical attention as may be deemed necessary by a
medical practitioner;
administer such first aid as the teacher-in-charge may judge to be reasonably necessary.
Parent/Guardian Name:
Parent/Guardian Signature:
Date:
I can be contacted on this phone number on
the day of the excursion:
Private Transport (please tick the relevant box)
We will be going directly from home to the School Picnic.
My child/ren will be taken to the School Picnic by ________________________________ .

I give the school permission to arrange transport for my child/ren to the School Picnic. Transport
will be with a school staff member.
Catering
For catering purposes, please advise the number of adults and extra children that will be attending
the School Picnic.
Adults ______

Extra Children ______
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BEACH PICNIC LUCKY DRAW
Friday 15th February, 2019
Ticket $2.00 each
Winning Prize: $50.00

SCHOOL HATS
Sun Smart hats must be worn by all students when playing outside.
This is a compulsory part of Term 1 uniform. Students who do not
bring a Sun Smart hat to wear will be asked to spend recess and
lunch undercover.
Please ensure that hats are clearly labelled with a student name so
if it is lost it can be returned.

CSEF
The Education Department will continue to offer CSEF
(Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) for families who
are entitled to a Health Care or Pension Card. If you
hold a current Health Care or Pension Card and would
like to apply for CSEF please see Mrs A or Mrs Friend in
the office.
Please note these funds can ONLY be used for School
Camps, Sports or Excursions. If you have any questions,
please see Mrs A in the office.
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Student Medication
If you have completed a Medication Request Form
from last year for you child/ren and wish to continue having medication kept at
school, the Department of Education requires you to complete a new Medication
Request Form.
The Medication Request Form is available at the Office. Medication cannot be
given to students without this form having been completed.

We are unable to give students medication that is past its expiry date so please
come into the office and check if the medication we hold for your child is still
within its expiry date.
Medication to treat asthma, an allergy or anaphylaxis does
not need to be accompanied by a Medication Request Form
provided a student has an Asthma Care Plan, an Action Plan
for Allergic Reactions or Action Plan for Anaphylaxis.

Please remember that we are no
longer able to prepare noodles for
students’ lunches.

Every student needs an art smock or shirt to
wear over his or her uniform during art. Please
make sure you have sent one to school. If you
did so several years ago, it may not still fit!!!
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Foundation Parents Morning Tea
There will be a morning tea in the
staffroom for Foundation parents at
9am, tomorrow, Thursday 31st January, with tea, coffee
and biscuits provided. This is a casual opportunity for
Foundation parents to get to know each other and wipe any
tears they may have away after saying goodbye to their
child on their first day of school!

WELLBEING

WellBeing
Welcome back to 2019 to all families, particularly families new to Cardinia Primary! My role
here at school is to support all students and families. There are many supports and services
we can provide, please come and say hello – my Office is in the BER building, or you can
contact me through the main Office.
I listened to a wonderful series of episodes within a podcast on mindfulness for primary
school children in the holidays. Here is the address to pop into your browser- or google
search “abc mindfully podcast”.
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/mindfully/
“Did you know mindfulness can help your kids learn at school and be happier while doing it?
AFL legend and father of five, Brett Kirk, sits down with his nine-year-old daughter, Sadie, to
talk about how mindfulness helps her handle school work, exams and the playground.”

The podcast contains several Smiling Mind school meditations to do with your child and help
them put a smile on their mind. Have a Mindful 2019!
Jodie Mattingley
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Attendance - a reminder for all families
Everyday In School Counts

In Victoria school it is compulsory for children and young people aged 6 -17 years
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s
education. Students learn new things at school every day – missing school
puts them behind.
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, please notify the school
as early as possible.
Any absence must be notified to school IN WRITING. Notification must go to the
school email cardinia.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au or you can fill out a written absence note
at the Office. Do not email your child’s teacher as the message may not get through if
a teacher is away.

School Attendance- Foundation Attendance in February
Cardinia Primary has an Attendance Action Plan in order to improve school attendance. School attendance is key for children’s school success and vital things can be
missed if a student is away for just one day.
As part of our Attendance Action plan, the Wellbeing Coordinator,
Jodie Mattingley, will be specifically targeting Foundation attendance
in February. If you are a parent of a Foundation child, who is absent
for an unexplained reason, you may be contacted by Jodie. Part of
her role is to support all families to improve student attendance.
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in the early
years of school will often continue to miss learning in the later years. It’s vital that
students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school.
Remember, every day counts.
Cardinia Primary School: A Caring Family School
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THE ALLAN ARMSTRONG
MEMORIAL GARDEN
Dear Parents, Friends and Community,
We are now finalising the planning of The Allan Armstrong Memorial Garden which will
be situated around the feature tree currently outside the Grade Two Rooms. The Garden will have the tree
as the centre piece, there will be two table sets placed in the same colours as the buddy benches and a
Memorial Stone has been organised to place at the foot of the tree. We are hoping to finish this by the
end of term.
The gardens are being designed and created by landscaping professionals, the plans are well underway
and look fabulous. The estimated cost for this project is $20 000.
If you would like to contribute to the cost of Allan’s memorial, please contact either Trudie Esler or the
Office at Cardinia Primary School on 5998 8323. The school bank account details are below if you wish to
make a direct transfer.
Allan was a big part of our school from 1990 to 2017. He was always true to our motto, ‘A Caring Family
School”, and welcomed all to our beautiful school. The Beach Picnic was the biggest highlight of the start
of every year, Allan also built the traditions of excursions, camps, school Christmas Concerts and of course
our annual water fights on the last day of school.
Allan maintained strong community links and made everyone feel that they were a valued part of the
school. This is always especially evident at the end of school year Christmas Concert.
Allan was involved in all aspects of the school life, he was often seen here mowing lawns on a Sunday,
blowing paths and generally maintaining the up keep of the school.
Every recess and lunchtime you would see Allan interacting with all of the children. He always showed an
interest in what they were doing.
Nothing made Allan more proud than seeing students achieve personal growth. He especially enjoyed it
when students would pop back just to say hi as young adults themselves.
This garden will honour his memory and be a place where students can sit with their friends or buddies.
For wherever a beautiful soul has been there is a trail of beautiful memories.
Thank you in advance for your kind contributions.
Yours Sincerely
Trudie Esler

School Bank Account Details
BSB 633-000
Account 133 839 803
Cardinia Primary School
Please use “A.Armstrong” as a reference
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