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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome back everyone!!
It is great to have everyone back at school. In this newsletter you will find a thank you letter from
the Department of Education and Training. I am also sending you a huge thank you from all of us
here at school. You have coped with a difficult situation brilliantly! The two things that lead me to
say this are; your responses to the parent survey about remote learning, and the way in which your
children have returned to school.
It is a delight to walk through our classrooms full of smiling children ready to learn, and this is a
credit to you and to our teachers. The stories we are hearing about remote learning from the
students are mainly positive, with many adding comments about missing school and their friends.
Teachers will now be working to find out where each child is in his or her learning, and designing
teaching to ensure that we get to where we need to be by the end of the year.
We will continue our arrival and departure processes until the end of the term, and review these for
Term 3. We will also continue our extra hygiene procedures, with children washing or sanitising their
hands many times each day. Staff and students continue to be asked to stay home if they are unwell,
and adults are only allowed onsite for essential purposes.
We need your help with pickup times. These are staggered so that we can minimise the number of
people around the gates, but a parking issue has arisen because some people are arriving earlier
than their designated pick up time. This means that those arriving on time are unable to park as the
spaces have been taken by people who are then waiting in their cars. Please try not to arrive before
your time.
Our new payment app, QKR, has become an immediate success. Thanks to those who’ve used it, and
to those who have provided positive feedback about the ease of use and efficiency of the app. It
saves the school time and money each time you use it instead of our old eftpos system.
We have planned our next curriculum day for Term 3. It will be on Tuesday, July 28 th. We will not
have students at school on this day, however Windermere are planning to have out of school hours
care available by then.
School Photos will be on Tuesday September 15th.
Have a lovely week,

Susan Wepster
Principal
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Dear parents and carers,
Term 2 in 2020 has been like no other school term in Victoria’s history, and so I am writing to thank
you for your support.
As you know, this week Grade 3 to Year 10 students joined Prep to Grade 2, VCE and specialist school students in face to face learning. It is great to see our school communities come together again.

In responding to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic over the past few months, the Department of Education and Training has asked a lot of our teachers and schools, and we have also required your support
as parents and carers.
I want to acknowledge the extraordinary effort you have all made in working in partnership with your
teachers and schools to support your children while they have been learning from home.
When I wrote to you a few months ago as we transitioned to remote and flexible learning, I acknowledged that it would be a challenging time for everyone, but that it was important to work closely together
to provide the best possible support for students.
Many of you have since told me that there have been difficult, rewarding and challenging experiences
during this unique and uncertain time that we have been through together. I thank you for your support,
commitment, patience and perseverance.
But despite difficulties, I’ve been impressed to hear inspiring stories of education innovation. The innovative and creative approaches adopted during remote and flexible learning have been outstanding, and
many schools will bring new approaches with them to on-site schooling.
Many school communities have forged even stronger relationships and partnerships — with families and
teachers gaining a greater mutual appreciation of their shared contributions to school education.
Our schools now have a range of precautionary measures to protect the health and safety of your children, your family, teachers and staff, and your local community.
I hope these measures, along with the knowledge that the Victorian Chief Health Officer and Victorian
Government have approached the return to on-site schooling with the utmost precaution and careful
planning, have helped ease any anxiety about the return to on-site schooling.
The changes at your school are consistent with health advice, including enhanced cleaning in schools and
frequent handwashing. Your school has also asked you to practice physical distancing during drop-off and
pick-up times.
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Your children may be feeling anxious about returning to school. Reassure your child that it’s safe for
them to go back to school and reinforce what they’ve been practicing at home around hand hygiene
and coughing and sneezing. Reassure them that extensive cleaning is being carried out in schools and
public transport to keep them safe.
Please remember the health advice: if you or your child is unwell, please stay at home. This is vital to ensuring the effective management of the pandemic.
Information about how to speak to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found here: https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/talkingtoyourchildaboutcoronavirus.aspx
Visit the Department’s website for the latest information about coronavirus (COVID-19) at: https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx

Thank you once again for working with your schools to support your children while they were learning at
home and for your patience during the staged return to on-site schooling.
Yours sincerely,

Jenny Atta
Secretary
Department of Education and Training
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NEW PAYMENT APPLICATION QKR

2020 Term Dates
Term 1

29th January—27th March

Term 2

14th April—26th June

Term 3

13th July—18th September

Term 4

5th October—18th December
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AROUND SCHOOL
Lauren (Grade 5/6 CW) has recently been
awarded her Grey Wolf Award, which is the
highest possible award within Cub Scouts.
Lauren has been a member of the Pakenham
Scout Group for the past 3 years, and also a
member of 1st Garfield Scout Group (which has
since shut down).
During her time in Cubs, she attended Cuboree
which is a 5 day event at which over 3000 cubs
from all over Australia attended.
She has also attended numerous district and
group events, including bike hikes, beach days,
camps and other events.
Lauren is an active member of the Pakenham
Scout Group with her dad being a parent
helper and her mum having been involved with
the Pakenham Scout Group Committee in the
past.
Lauren will be continuing her scouting journey
having recently been invested into Scouts.
During these difficult times, Laurens cub pack
has continued to meet online via Zoom and
Lauren was awarded her Grey Wolf award
online recently.

FROM THE OFFICE

2020 Foundation Enrolments
Is your child attending 4 year old Kindergarten this year?
Will they be attending Primary School next year?
If yes, then please see Lisa or Mrs A in the office as soon as possible.

MEAL DEAL

No Meal Deal up to the end of Term 2
BREAKFAST CLUB

The Breakfast Club will be re open in Term 3
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PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE

Premiers’ Reading Challenge
To promote the development of literacy skills and a love of reading, Cardinia Primary School encourages students in the school to participate in the
annual Premiers’ Reading Challenge.
ALL students have been registered and should have received their user
name and password from their class teacher, which will allow them to record the books that they have read online.
If this has been misplaced, please see your child’s teacher.
Students in Foundation to Grade 2 must read, or have read to them, 30
books - 20 from the challenge list and 10 free choice.
Students in Grade 3 to 6 must read 15 books, 10 from the challenge list and
5 free choice.
More information about the Challenge, including the challenge book lists,
can be found at www.education.vic.gov.au/prc .
Last year we had 64 students complete the challenge, reading a total of
2784 books.
Can we can do better this year! We think we can!
All books need to be entered online by 4th September 2020 to allow the
books to be verified by the school prior to the Challenge closing.
Paula Fleming (3/4F)
PRC Co-ordinator
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HEALTHY EATING REMINDER

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/nutritionsource/kids-healthy-eating-plate/

Dear parents, because we are encouraging healthy eating. please
remember that “occasional” food like lollies—are not for everyday
lunch boxes.
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Financial support for student transport
Some families in our school may be eligible to get help with the cost of transporting their children to school. This is known as the conveyance allowance.
The conveyance allowance is a contribution towards transport costs and is not
intended to cover the full cost of transporting children to and from school.

Who can apply
The conveyance allowance is available to families who meet the following
criteria. Students must:
 attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate
to their year level at which admission is permissible
be enrolled at a school/campus outside Melbourne’s
metropolitan conveyance boundary (jpg - 449kb)
 live 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus
attended
 be of school age at the time of application, and reside in Victoria.


Apply for the allowance
Families can complete an application form and submit it to their school, or the
school can complete the form on their behalf.
Schools then lodge the application via the Student Conveyance Allowance System.
Form 1 - Application for private car travel (docx - 85.79kb)
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